Time passes quickly. The world around us changes faster than we are able to comprehend. In the process of change and growth, we find ourselves surrounded by a past that is slowly being consumed by our own growth. Towns buried by lakes to power our homes, mines left forgotten by the new search for wealth, not found in mountains, but skyscrapers. The childhood dreams of finding buried gold and silver now a distant memory to the daily grind of work and life. But, if we slow down, if we take some time and investigate a little further, we will find that even though we live in a fairly new state by time standards, we need not travel far in order to rejuvenate the child in each of us. There really is pirate gold to be found, lost towns waiting to be rediscovered, mining history and equipment to explore and even fortune and fame to be claimed if one just takes time to explore.

Ghost Towns

Melmont
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Coordinates: W47°01′51″N 122°02′00″W﻿ / ﻿47.03078, -122.03335﻿ (Melmont, Washington)
Melmont, a company town, came into being around 1900, after a large coal seam was discovered nearby. Halfway between the towns of Carbonado, and Fairfax, along the Carbon River, Melmont was just another dot on the landscape, supplying much needed coal to the ever growing Pacific Northwest. The Northern Pacific Railroad (NPR) extended their trunk line from Carbonado to Fairfax in 1897. Fairfax being approximately two miles upriver, and on the opposite side. The NPR was the only way to access Melmont or Fairfax; if you missed the daily train, you either walked the tracks back to Carbonado, or waited 24 hrs. for the next train. The O’Farrell Bridge (the large green bridge at: N. 47° 02.521’, W. 122° 02.471’), and Highway #165 were not completed until 1921, and 1923, respectively. An interesting side note: the bridge had a saloon at it’s south end in 1921-1922, (this is the recommended parking spot to do this cache). This was of course during prohibition. The “Joint” as it was called, had trap doors underneath, behind the bar. When the Feds showed up, someone threw a switch, and all the evidence was dumped, as the tavern was built overhanging the river. Every payday, an extra railroad car would show up with the train containing thirsty miners, and lumbermen. The law wised up, and the “Joint” only lasted two years.

With electricity becoming more common, coal prices dropping, and miner strikes, most miners moved on just after WWI. Melmont became a ghost town, and a fire destroyed it sometime in the early 1920’s. The lumber contained in the old schoolhouse at Melmont, (N.47° 01.851’, W122° 02.024’) was bought by a local homesteader, and hauled by the NPR to the town of Fairfax. There it was loaded onto wagons, and delivered by the Manley-Moore Timber Co. to the homestead of Steve Poch. His house was completed in 1923, and still exists today. As you drive toward Mt. Rainier National Park on Highway 165, approx. four to five miles past the O’Farrell Bridge, look off to the left at the large white two story house with the fancy facia board along the roofline. There is a sign hanging from the home that says: “Carbon River Ranch”.

Drive through the towns of Burnett, Wilkeson, and Carbonado on Highway # 165, until you get to the O’Farrell Bridge. The old NPR trunk line is at the north end of the bridge, approx. fifty feet below. Parking is at the south end. The only challenging part of this adventure will be getting from the bridge down to the railroad grade. There is a trail, though it is very steep, and could be slippery if wet. This should really be no problem for the average geocacher, if a little caution is used. The walk is perhaps a little less than a mile down the grade. Some minor obstacles may be encountered, and the grade will be muddy, especially during the rainy months. Good boots are recommended.


There isn't a lot to see anymore, some foundations here and there. Just before the main townsite (which is basically a large field now), off to the left, a road/path climbs steadily up hill. At the end of this road is the foundation of the old schoolhouse. At the opposite end of town, the bridge piers that held up the wagon bridge still exist. This bridge connected Melmont to Fairfax, via a two mile dirt road. Look downstream along the river near this location, and the original green bridge structure can be seen, along with twisted narrow gauge railroad tracks.


The townsite is on Plumb Creek Timber Co. property. I’ve been advised by the company that it is ok to be on their land, although, if anything of “historical significance” is found, it has to be reported.

Lester, WA

Lester is located at [image: image1.png]


47°12′55″N, 121°29′64″W, east of Enumclaw, Washington along the Green River and BNSF Railway line. Its elevation is 1634 feet (498m) above sea level3.

The town of Lester sprang up when the Northern Pacific Railroad laid track over Stampede Pass in the 1880's-1890's. Nearby were many logging camps, and a railroad station, water tank, and section house. Logs from the area were brought to a mill. Because of the railroad, the town prospered. In the 1950's, when steam engines and passenger service declined on the RR, the station was demolished along with the water tank. By the 1970's, the NP automated some operations, and the need for a section house vanished, causing more residents to leave. The final blow to the town was in the early 1980's, when the Burlington Northern RR stopped all trains across Stampede Pass. Up until a few months ago, there was one resident, who died then. Now, with the railroad line being re-opened, the BNSF RR occasionally has office trailers stored there. Oddly, the large sign by the RR right-of-way, saying "Lester" still remains. A Forest Service road over Stampede Pass is now the only way to Lester.
Gertrude Murphy, 99, last resident of Lester, passes away on September 29. 2002.
Grisdale, WA
Camp Grisdale, located in the Olympic Mountains, was the last company owned logging camp in the lower 48 states. The following appeared in the Aberdeen Daily World - July 7, 2005. "This year marks the 20th anniversary of the shutdown of Camp Grisdale, the last residential logging camp in the continental United States.
Grisdale was a company town owned by the Simpson Timber Co. All the houses closely resembled each other. There was no private ownership that I am aware of. The town had a comapny store, small movie theater, and school. Grisdale was the last operating company logging town in the lower 48 states. With its location in the southern edge of the Olympic Mountains, it had a very beautiful location. With excellet hunting and fishing literally minutes from the town. In fact deer, elk, and black bears where frequent visitors to the town. The area has been bulldozed and little is left.
I grew up in Grisdale (1962-1977). The houses and buildings were razed in 1988, but the campsite is still pretty easy to find. From Montesano it is 37 miles up the Wynoochee valley road. The campsite sign has been torn down, but there are a set of old mail boxes on your right hand side (A big set) just a half mile inside the Olympic National Forest boundary. Park by the mail boxes and follow the old road in. The old road goes in about 100 yards and then a road forks to the right; this road takes you right in to the old family home sites. If you follow the other road strait you will come to a fork to the left which will take you to the work area and the area where the bunkhouses for the single guys were located

Franklin, WA

Black Diamond Museum gives free tours of the townsite once a month.

There are no buildings left just foundations. No residents. The cemetery is the primary clue to finding this ghost town. There are many good trash dumps in this town. I have only been able to acces this site once years ago and was amazed at the stuff I dug up, one hand blown bottle labeled in paint saying old spice tolet water and a old pair of spectacles that were intact including both lenses. I tried to go back this year but permission now must be obtained from either the gun club or the gas drilling company that is now active on the land. 

Most, if not all, of the site is located within undeveloped "Hanging Gardens" State Park.
Legal [walk-in only] access is via two sets of gates, that can be easily walked around. The gates are to keep out vehicles. The first gate is located just before the "Green River Gorge" bridge, a few miles east of the town of Black Diamond, WA, on the south side of the road.
Walk around the gate, through an old graveled and grassy "field" a short distance to the State Park boundary gate. Walk around it and continue up a gravel road into the heart of the town site [half of a mile?].

NewCastle – RedTown
The original city of Newcastle was founded in the late 1800's as a coal mining town. It had been claimed that its population rivaled Seattle at one time, but that claim is most likely not true. Parts of the town had separate names such as Red Town, Finn Town, and Rainbow Town, mostly based off the color of the houses. A railroad ran from Newcastle to Lake Washington where coal was loaded onto barges. Today, Newcastle is a mostly residential city of about 8,000 at a site at the base of the hill below the original town. Nearby lake Boren is home to a cemetery from the original town. One interesting story is of a locomotive that fell off the tracks into the lake, and it is claimed that the engine is still at the bottom. Most mining at Newcastle seized in the thirties, with minor Gathering continuing for another thirty years. The original site can be accessed by heading east on Newcastle- Golf Course Road to the Red Town trailhead

There is a great park of historical interest that the site is located on with trails leading to other points of interest, including a Nike Missile site from the Cold War. The area has many residents. Newcastle Days, held in September at Lake Boren Park often features a booth by the Newcastle Historical Society. 


REMAINS: Hotel ruins, Coal mining relics, the Baima House (built in the early twentieth century), railroad grade, site of school,and cemetary.
Great references:

Historic Mining Camps and Ghost Towns of Northeastern Washington
Abandonded Mines – Cascade Mountains
· Discovering Washington's Historic Mines, Volume 1: The West Central Cascade Mountains (Paperback)
· Discovering Washington's Historic Mines - Oso Publishing. Apex Mine information.
· Geology and Mineral Resources of King County - V.E. Livingston
1. West Fork Miller / Una Mines

2. 76 Basin – Monte Cristo

3. O&B Mine – Monte Cristo

4. Apex Mine – Money Creek

5. Quartz Creek/Rainy Mines – Middle fork Snoqualmie

6. Bear Basin Mines - North Fork Snoqualmie River
Lost Treasure
	· Located in the heart of Puget Sound is Vashon Island where a successful lumberman by the name of Lars Hanson lived in the 1870’s. On the banks of Judd Creek, near Burton, he was said to have hidden more than $200,00 in gold coins. 

· Outlaws are said to have buried some $30,000 in gold in a cave somewhere on Sentinel Mountain in the Saddle Mountain Range, about three miles southeast of Beverly. 
· Captain James Scarborough was the first white settler north of the Columbia River and built a frontier cabin in 1843. Allegedly, he buried a treasure near his cabin on what is now Fort Columbia. If a treasure is buried there, it will have to stay hidden, as the historic fort is now a Washington State Park. 

· A Robbers' Roost near Fruitland, Washington is said to be the site of buried loot. 

	


Vashon Island sits in the heart of Puget Sound and can 
only be reached by boat, photo by David Benham.
 



	

	· The Lost Doukhober Mine, discovered in 1929, is said to be located in the northern part of Stevens County. Ore from this mine assayed at 1,000 oz of silver per ton. 

· According to the tales, bandits took a number of gold bars in a train robbery near Wallula in the late 19th century. Intending to catch a boat for Portland, they missed it and buried their stolen cache near old Fort Walla Walla. Later the bandits were shot before ever telling of the hiding place of the loot. Today, the old fort is gone and the location has become Fort Walla Walla Park located at the western edge of Walla Walla, Washington. 
· Located near the town of Colville, a treasure known as The Highgrader's Poor Farm treasure is said to be hidden. Poor Farm treasure refers to "Matte" - a crude mixture of sulphides produced when smelting gold. It is thought to be buried near an old brickyard. 

· In the area of Government Camp at Mount Hood in Clackamas County, a cache of stolen treasure is said to be buried. 

· Pirate treasure is said to be buried near Cascade Head, Lincoln County. 
· The Lost Spaniard Mine is said to be located somewhere between Mount St. Helens and Mount Adams, near the head of the Lewis River in Skamania County. 

· Pierre Rabado's Lost Mine is thought to be located near Mt. Adams in either Skamania or Yakima County. 

· At Horse Thief Meadows near Parkdale in Hood River County, $25,000 from a stagecoach robbery is believed to be hidden. 

· The stagecoach loot of Horse Thief Charley Maguire is said to be buried near Rogersburg, Asotin County 

· Situated in the southeastern most corner of Washington is Asotin County. Here, in a remote mountainous area is the ghost town of Rogersburg, with less than 25 residents today.. A river boomtown stimulated by gold discoveries, the town was once accessible only by horse or by boat. In fact, it wasn’t until 1938, that a road from Asotin finally reached the small village. On or near Shovel Creek, off the Snake River, is thought to be the lost Shovel Creek Mine. Also near Rogersburg is said to be the Trio Lost Mine, as well as a hidden cache left by a long ago prospector. 
	


Swallowed By Water
Washaway Beach

As its name proves, Washaway Beach has not been a secret. As the northern channel of Willapa Bay carves away land so that it can empty more efficiently into the Pacific, one home after another has slid into the ocean.

Its historic name is Cape Shoalwater, and people two decades ago talked about saving it. But today, the cape is largely gone and so is any real hope of help from local, state and federal governments.

More than $24 million has been spent to protect Highway 105 nearby, and $12 million is planned to shelter the Shoalwater Bay Indian reservation just to the south. But there are no plans to protect the property at Washaway Beach.

Today, it's an eerie graveyard of real estate. Dozens of rusting water pipes, chunks of foundation and pieces of asphalt sprout from the sand. Up the beach, some of the remaining properties look mostly abandoned, placidly waiting their turn to slide away.

Protecting what's left would cost hundreds of millions of dollars, said Mike DeSimone, the head planner for Pacific County.

"If you talk about the value of the land and improvements, you'd pay more to protect what's there than it's worth," he said. "It's hard to justify spending that kind of money."

Kosmos

Though the entire logging town of Kosmos has been submerged under Riffe Lake for 40 years, you can still see the faded white centerline on the highway that once ran right through town.

The road stretches south across the muddy lake bed toward the rubble of the Steffen Creek bridge, dynamited in the 1960s as the Mossyrock Dam was being built about a dozen miles west of here. All that's left of the old Highway 12 bridge is crumpled concrete and rusted metal.

Nowadays this is normally all hidden, the mostly forgotten remains of the bustling town that 77-year-old Don Thayer called home when he was a boy and his father worked in these woods.

The utility, now called Tacoma Power, decided to harness the Cowlitz River to make electricity for homes and businesses 75 miles away. Even then, the dam plan was controversial, and became even more so after federal officials approved a 20-foot increase in the height of Mossyrock Dam in 1964. Those 20 feet doomed both Kosmos and its sister community of Riffe.

From bedrock, the Mossyrock Dam — which was completed in 1968 — looms up 606 feet, making it the tallest dam in the state, even though only the top 365 feet are visible, said Tacoma Power spokesman Pat McCarty. At capacity, the reservoir of Riffe Lake covers nearly 12,000 acres.

"Tacoma wanted the water power, but people here wanted their homes," Thayer said. "It's a piece of history that's now gone."

Not Washington, but Close Enough
NORTH BEND- A historical treasure is uncovered on the north spit and as the winter storm season progresses, more is revealed everyday.

Since this old shipwreck was discovered earlier this week, it's become a new beach attraction.

Oregon State Parks first heard about it in early January, but as the recent winter storms produced rough surf and higher tides, the sand slowly eroded away to leave this mystery ship.

Oregon State Parks coastal coordinator Calum Stevenson says, "Since a couple of days ago, a little bit more of the length of the ship is uncovered and a little bit deeper has been uncovered. Pretty much everyday you come out here and it's a new site on the shipwreck."

Just south of the New Carissa on Horsfall beach, local historians still aren't sure exactly what ship it is or how long it's been hidden.

This discovery comes with many questions, but based on the stout timbers and the location of the port holes, officials have an idea of what the ship once hauled.

BLM cultural resource specialist Steve Samuels says, "We think it's a lumber-hauling ship, it was pretty big and pretty wide. Probably built in the late 19th or early 20th century, but we don't know which one."

Preservation is the priority Samuels says, so they either plan to leave it there and let the sand cover it up come summer, or preserve certain pieces in the maritime museum.

Ghost forests are groves of tree stumps, some an estimated 4,000 years old, that were engulfed by the sea. Because of shifting sands, many have suddenly popped up.

The stumps are especially impressive at Arch Cape, where locals say they haven't seen them for some 40 years, according to Tiffany Boothe of the Seaside Aquarium.

"The forest floor is actually uncovered too. You can see the floor," she said. "There's like these mud cliffs. As you're walking on it, it resembles clay. It's definitely not sand at all."

Arch Cape also was where a pair of historic cannons were recently discovered by beachcombers. The origin of the cannons, each weighing between 800 and 1,000 pounds, is not known.

State archaeologist Dennis Griffin supervised the removal of the cannons, which were placed in tanks of fresh water and burlap for preservation.

The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department does not yet know what they will do with the cannons. They possibly came from the USS Shark, a survey ship that wrecked in 1846 off the Columbia River Bar.

Strangely shaped deposits of iron -- called "red towers" -- have also emerged from beneath the sand. The orangy-red lumps, most no more than 3-feet tall, are usually buried deep beneath the sand but now dot the coastal landscape.

"These formations could be gone in the next week. That's how fast the coast changes," Boothe said.

The shipwreck of the George L. Olson was uncovered around the New Year and has drawn a great deal of attention because its origin was a mystery until recently.

DB Cooper
D. B. Cooper (aka "Dan Cooper") is an alias of an aircraft hijacker who, on November 24, 1971, after receiving a ransom payout of US$200,000,[1] jumped from the back of a Boeing 727 as it was flying over the Pacific Northwest of the United States somewhere over the Cascade Mountains, possibly over Woodland, Washington.[2]
No conclusive evidence has surfaced regarding Cooper's whereabouts; the FBI believes he did not survive the jump.[3] Several theories offer competing explanations of what happened after his famed jump.

Three significant clues have turned up in the case. In late 1978, a placard, which contained instructions on how to lower the aft stairs of a 727, believed to be from the rear stairway of the plane from which Cooper jumped, was found just a few flying minutes north of Cooper's projected drop zone. In February 1980, eight-year-old Brian Ingram found approximately $5,800 in decaying $20 bills that were uncovered on the banks of the Columbia River. Brian Ingram was eventually allowed to keep $2,860 of this money. In October of 2007, the FBI announced it obtained a partial DNA profile of Cooper from the tie he left on the hijacked plane.[4] The nature of Cooper's escape and the uncertainty of his fate continue to intrigue people. The Cooper case (code-named "Norjak" by the FBI[5]) still remains an unsolved mystery. On December 31, 2007, the FBI revived the unclosed case by publishing never before seen composite sketches and fact sheets online in an attempt to trigger memories that could possibly identify Cooper. In a press release, the FBI reiterated that it does not believe Cooper survived the jump, but expressed an interest in obtaining his identity.[4]
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